
Inside: 

    New and best-selling titles

    Serving the common good

    Online resources

read.think.discuss.grow.

Fall 2014 Catalog



2 For more information, visit greatbooks.org

There are two keys to 
intellectually rewarding 

discussions that prompt us to 
reflect deeply on our experiences 
and engage with others in 
meaningful and enjoyable 
conversation: writings that are rich 
in ideas and a way to unlock their 
meaning. Great Books Discussions, 
the adult education division of the 
Great Books Foundation, provides 
both. 

In the following pages you will 
find information about our many 
collections of writings from all 
times and places, designed for 
readers who value stimulating 
discussion. 

In keeping with our focus on 
providing opportunities for all 
people to become more reflective 
thinkers, Great Books has also 
developed special initiatives to 
reach new populations: Talking 
Service, a reading and discussion 

program for veterans of the Armed Forces, and Reading Between the Lines, a reading and 
discussion programs for formerly incarcerated citizens readjusting to society.  

We welcome your comments and suggestions about any aspect of our work since you are 
the community of learners we aspire to serve.

GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSIONS

Donald Whitfield
Director, Great Books Discussions
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OUR NEW SHARED INQUIRY    HANDBOOK IS HERE!

This completely revised and updated handbook will help your book group have more lively 
and rewarding discussions. It includes all the basics you need to get started with Shared 
Inquiry, as well as information about where to find additional resources to foster engaging 
Shared Inquiry discussions.

S H A R E D
TM

I N Q U I R Y

PARTICIPANTS DISCUSSION LEADERSfor &
H A N D B O O K

The Great Books Foundation 

eBook

Great Books Connections: Resources You Can Use

greatbooks.org/connections

Great Books Connections, a recently launched section of our new website, includes useful 
tips, ideas, and trends for busy readers of all ages. You’ll find a wealth of materials including 
videos, podcasts, discussion strategies, and topics of interest to anyone who’s interested in the 
Shared Inquiry method of learning. Visit, learn, share, and leave energized!

Engage with us on social media! 

Free: start your discussion group today!
ADU-SIH 

Download your digital copy at 
greatbooks.org, or order printed copies 
at 800.222.5870.

Starting a Book Group

Starting a discussion group is easy: there are 
11 Great Books Councils around the country 
that can provide resources for finding or 
starting a group, along with information 
about local Great Books events. Find the full 
list of Council contacts and search for groups 
in your area in the Book Groups section of 
greatbooks.org. 

™
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NOW AVAILABLE!

IMMIGRANT VOICES: 21ST CENTURY STORIES

$19.95 / eBook $9.95
ADU-IMIG / ADU-IMIG-DE 

Featuring work by: 

Reese Okyong Kwon 
Aleksandar Hemon
Porochista Khakpour
Junot Díaz
Edwidge Danticat
… and more

“The life she had made for herself was a life of flight, 
of discarding the inessential and the essential alike, 
making use of the stolen pieces and memories, 
retreating to the lost moments of other people’s 
lives.”

—Yiyun Li, “The Science of Flight”

Discussion questions 
include:

Why does the narrator 
say that the migrant 
becomes “hostage” to 
something in her soul?

Why does Zichen see her 
life as “a life of flight”? 

Why does the narrator 
describe himself as a 
“perpetual migrant”?

“Over the three days that I sat and read the eighteen selections in Immigrant 
Voices: 21st Century Stories, I felt an ever-surging need to talk to somebody—
really talk to somebody—about these moving and important half-dreams/whole 
stories.”

—Beth Kephart, Printers Row Journal, April 13, 2014

eBook

A contemporary anthology 
of short stories written by 
immigrants to the United 
States, Immigrant Voices: 
21st Century Stories engages 
readers with perennial 
questions about the relation 
of the individual to society. 
Eighteen short stories 
speak to the experiences, 
concerns, and aspirations 
of those who have left 
their homeland for a new 
life in the United States.



5Questions? Call us at 800.222.5870

“What they’ve captured here are the recollections 
of people who have lived through the war 
experience. For those of us who view it from the 
outside, it’s an insight into their service, their 
sacrifice, and the world they returned to.”

—As endorsed by Senator Dick Durbin. Watch the 
full video online at talkingservice.greatbooks.org

Discussion questions include:

To what extent can the principle of equality among all 
citizens carry over into military training and service?

Is it possible for those who remain at home to understand 
what a warrior in combat has experienced?

What does it mean for something to be “the moral 
equivalent of war”?

$19.95 / eBook $9.95 
ADU-VET / ADU-VET-DE

STANDING DOWN: FROM WARRIOR TO CIVILIAN

This anthology was created 
for Talking Service, the Great 
Books Foundation’s initiative
to develop reading and 
discussion programs for 
veterans of the United States 
Armed Forces, their families, 
friends, and caregivers. 
The book is essential for 
all readers interested in 
reflecting on the meaning 
and experience of war and 

military service. Standing 
Down: From Warrior to 
Civilian includes fiction, 
nonfiction, poetry, essays, 
and memoirs that speak to 
the experiences, concerns, 
and aspirations of those who 
have served in the military 
and made the often-difficult 
transition back into 
civilian life.

Supported by:

eBook

Featuring work by:

Walt Whitman
Anne Simon Auger
Brian Turner
David Finkel
Homer
Myrna E. Bein
… and more
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The Great Books Foundation

imperfect 
ideal

utopian

dystopian
 and

visions

The selections in Imperfect 
Ideal: Utopian and Dystopian 
Visions illustrate the best and 
worst of what can happen 
when we attempt to mold 
the complex communities 
in which we live into our 
vision of a perfect state. 
All 23 selections in this 
anthology challenge readers 
to question how society 
should be structured and 
governed, as well as what 
kinds of communities are 
most conducive to human 
fulfillment, both privately 
and in the civic arena. 

“A map of the world that does not include 
Utopia is not worth even glancing at, for 
it leaves out the one country at which 
Humanity is always heading. And when 
Humanity lands there, it looks out, and, 
seeing a better country, sets sail.”

—Oscar Wilde

IMPERFECT IDEAL: UTOPIAN AND DYSTOPIAN VISIONS

Featuring work by: 

Jennifer Egan
George Saunders
Rebecca Solnit
Ursula K. Le Guin
W. H. Auden
Vladimir Lenin
E. M. Forster
Margaret Atwood
Thomas More
Aristotle
… and more

eBook

$24.95 / eBook $9.95
ADU-IMP / ADU-IMP-DE 

April 2015
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GREAT CONVERSATIONS SERIES

These six anthologies include a sampling of classic and contemporary selections that are ideal 
for promoting discussion among readers. A biographical headnote and discussion questions 
accompany each selection, and a thematic guide offers suggestions for reading the selections 
across genres and disciplines.

Great Conversations 5
ADU-GC5

Great Conversations 6
ADU-GC6 / ADU-GC6-DE

Also in this series: 

eBook

Featuring work by:

Jean-Paul Sartre
Alice Munro
Plutarch
Jhumpa Lahiri
Immanuel Kant
Shirley Jackson
Eudora Welty
Michel Foucault
… and more

ADU-GC1 ADU-GC2

ADU-GC3 ADU-GC4

$24.95 print
$9.95 eBook
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Whether you are new to the Shared Inquiry method of learning or a seasoned veteran, the 
selections in these anthologies will stimulate lively discussion of the ideas that have shaped 
the Western intellectual tradition.

Discussion questions include: 

Is it morally acceptable to 
manipulate other people for their 
own good?

How do you distinguish between 
mere politeness and insincerity?

Should lawmakers seek to change 
the customs and attitudes of the 
citizens?

Featuring work by: 

Fyodor Dostoevsky
Aristotle
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
Henry David Thoreau
… and more

THE GREAT BOOKS READING AND DISCUSSION SERIES

$28.95 each, including Reader’s Guide

ADU-01 ADU-02 ADU-03 ADU-04 ADU-05
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THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS SAMPLER and EVEN DEADLIER

THE GREAT BOOKS FOUNDATION

The     Deadly Sins7 SAMPLER

      EvenDeadlier

THE GREAT BOOKS FOUNDATION

      EvenDeadlier
A  S E Q U E L  T O  The 7 Deadly Sins SAMPLER

“Here they are, the deeply human faces of sin. The 
wonderful short works of fiction gathered in The 
Seven Deadly Sins Sampler remind us that most of 
our problems arise in the hidden recesses of the 
human heart.”

—Ronald M. Green, professor of ethics and human 
values, Dartmouth College

Featuring work by:

William Faulkner  Dorothy Parker 
F. Scott Fitzgerald  Honoré de Balzac
Nadine Gordimer  Flannery O’Connor
Alison Lurie   … and more

$19.95
ADU-SDS

$19.95
ADU-SDE

Discussion questions 
include:

Why do some people 
derive pleasure from the 
misfortunes of others?

Can excessive activity be 
as much a sign of sloth as 
not enough activity?
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T H E  G R E AT  B O O K S  F O U N D AT I O N

Short Story Omnibus
$32.95 
ADU-BUS

Science Fiction Omnibus
$19.95 
ADU-SFB

Modern American 
Poetry
$25.95
ADU-MAP

Featuring work by: 

Saul Bellow
Kurt Vonnegut
Octavia Butler
Denise Levertov
Ursula K. Le Guin
Willa Cather
William Carlos Williams
Isaac Asimov
… and more

Discussion questions include: 

What does Grebe discover about appearance and reality 
during his search for Mr. Green?

According to this story, what are the necessary factors that 
establish identity as a human being? Do you agree that 
these are the factors that are necessary to establish human 
identity?

Does the scientific knowledge gained through space 
exploration justify the risk of crew members’ deaths?

What does this story illuminate about the narrator’s 
relationship to women? 

Are we meant to think that the society the women have 
developed is inferior or superior to the society of men and 
women that existed before it?

ADD THESE ANTHOLOGIES TO YOUR READING LIST TODAY!
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Citizens of the World: 
Readings in Human 
Rights (Expanded 
Edition)
$29.95
ADU-CITX

The Civically 
Engaged Reader
$24.95 
ADU-CER

The Will of the 
People: Readings in 
American Democracy
$12.95
ADU-WP

Featuring work by:

Langston Hughes 
Mahatma Gandhi 
Ji-li Jiang
Primo Levi
Toni Morrison
Jane Addams
Nelson Mandela
Franz Kafka
Luisa Valenzuela
… and more

Discussion questions include:

Is the public good today “disregarded in the conflicts of 
rival parties”?

Can the interests of different nations be considered 
independently of each other today?

Are those who carry out the orders of tyrants equally 
responsible for the crimes?

Are moderates or extremists the greater impediment to 
achieving social justice?

BROADEN YOUR CIVIC PERSPECTIVE
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Discussion questions include:

What kinds of underlying human motives drive markets?

How should a country safeguard its economic interests in 
light of international trade?

Is economics a predictive science like physics or a social 
science like history?

Featuring work by: 

Adam Smith   John Maynard Keynes
Karl Marx   David Hume
Frédéric Bastiat  Milton Friedman
Thorstein Veblen  … and more

CONSUMING INTERESTS: GREAT IDEAS IN ECONOMICS

INTRODUCTION TO GREAT BOOKS

$14.95 each / $6 Leader’s Guide
$54.70 for set and Leader’s Guides
ADU-I1 / ADU-I2 / ADU-I3

GREAT TITLES FOR COLLEGES AND DISCUSSION GROUPS!

eBook

$19.95 / eBook $9.95
ADU-ECON / ADU-ECON-DE

These anthologies combine 
outstanding fiction and 
nonfiction from contemporary 
and classic masters including 
José Ortega y Gasset, Alexis 
de Tocqueville, Flannery 
O’Connor, and William 
Faulkner. Their selections 
cover fiction, philosophy, 
and social science.
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VITAL IDEAS: WORK, MONEY, SEX, and CRIME

$14.95 each

These four compact anthologies include essays, journalism, fiction, and poetry that highlight 
issues and ideas surrounding work, money, sex, and crime. They feature contemporary and 
classic authors including David Sedaris, Kiran Desai, Zora Neale Hurston, Amy Tan, and 
Jack London.

ADU-VIW

ADU-VIM
ADU-VIC

ADU-VIS



14 For more information, visit greatbooks.org

Reading Between the Lines

We are currently piloting a weekly discussion program with men and women residing in 
a Chicago transitional facility for former prison inmates, St. Leonard’s Ministries. This 
program engages participants in Shared Inquiry discussions of short readings that are selected 
to prompt lively and reflective conversation. Our goal is to provide a replicable model for 
other sites. 

Serving the Common Good

Talking Service

Talking Service is a national reading and discussion program that helps veterans in their 
transition from military to civilian life. Moderated by a skilled facilitator, each discussion 
uses powerful selections from our 2013 anthology Standing Down: From Warrior to Civilian 
to help participants share their past experiences, present concerns, and future aspirations. The 
program is open to men and women of all ages who have served in the armed forces, as well 
as their families and friends. 

In April 2014, the program was awarded a major grant from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities to support these discussions nationwide. Please visit talkingservice.
greatbooks.org for information about hosting a program or joining 
a discussion group.

For further questions about either of these initiatives, please contact:

Donald Whitfield
whitfield@greatbooks.org
312.646.7138
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COMING SOON

Visit us online at greatbooks.org!

Readers like you want the most from your book discussions. 
That’s why we invite you to look inside at the array of high- 
quality literature we offer. Each title is carefully edited to 
provide you with stimulating selections and questions to 
prompt lively and rewarding discussions. 
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