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The Great Books 
Foundation has 
been honored in 
recent months 
by receiving 
two major 
bequests. In July 
we received a 
bequest of $25,000 from the Estate 
of Philip B. Lindy, a Philadelphia 
philanthropist and real-estate 
businessman who passed away 
June 29, 2013.  Mr. Lindy was a 
contributor to the Foundation’s 
annual fund, actively supported 
Jewish community centers and other 
community initiatives, and, with 
Drexel University, established the 
Lindy Center for Civic Engagement.
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Memorial Fund Establishes Lasting Tribute  
and Honors Great Books Champion B. J. Smith
The memory of Bette Jeanne  
(B. J.) Smith, a Junior Great Books 
discussion leader and a lifelong Great 
Books participant, was honored with 
a ceremony at Bazoline E. Usher/
Collier Heights Elementary School in 
Atlanta, Georgia, on August 26. 

In the late sixties, B. J. and a close 
friend, Ruth Read, started a Junior 
Great Books group at a local 
elementary school. When they saw 
how much fun it was, they started a 
Great Books group for adults. That 
was forty-five years ago, and the 
group still meets to this day.

When B. J. passed away this past 
January 8, friends and family asked 
the Foundation to create a memorial 

fund in her honor. 
Boosting individual 
donations to the fund 
was a sizable contribution 
from students at another 
elementary school, Pace 
Academy, also in Atlanta. 
One of B. J.’s daughters, 
Suzie Harper, is a teacher 
at Pace, and when her 
students heard about B. J.’s support 
for Great Books and the memorial 
fund, they began a fundraising project 
and donated almost $500 to the fund. 

Donations to the fund support a 
Junior Great Books program at 
Usher/Collier in B. J.’s memory.

�
Frank Smith (center), Atlanta educators and  
students, and Great Books staff honor the memory 
of Bette Jeanne Smith.

When B. J. was 86 years old she 
was quoted as saying, “At my age, I 
know how important it is to keep on 
thinking. It’s important for the kids 
too.” Thank you, B. J. Your passion 
lives on. 
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The Foundation was also named a 
recipient of a portion of the Estate of 
Anna Lekofsky, originally from the 
Bronx, New York, who passed away 
in Manhattan on February 10, 2014. 
Ms. Lekofsky left the Foundation 
more than $75,000. Her attorney 
reports that she never married and left 
no family, her only brother having 
passed away some years before. She 
was, he said, “a quiet, kind, and caring 
person.” And extremely generous, we 
would add, with heartfelt gratitude. 

We are deeply grateful for these gifts 
and for all other gifts we receive 
in support of our mission. They 
support many ongoing projects 
and publications, including Talking 
Service, a discussion program for 
military veterans; Reading Between 
the Lines, a pilot program for 
formerly incarcerated citizens; and 
new anthologies including Immigrant 
Voices: 21st Century Stories (now 
available) and Imperfect Ideal: Utopian 
and Dystopian Visions (available spring 
2015).

Thank You! The Foundation is deeply grateful for all the generous donations we 
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join us in celebrating our contributors at greatbooks.org/about/donors/. 
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Dear Great Books Foundation Donors,

Leaving the Foundation eleven years ago to pursue a 
writing career was not an easy decision for me. I felt at 
[OL�[PTL�HZ�PM�0�^LYL�SLH]PUN�T`�ÄYZ[�HUK�ILZ[�KLZ[PU �̀�4`�
affection for the Foundation and the respect I have for 
its mission run deep. To return now, as the Foundation’s 
eleventh president, is a considerable responsibility, one 
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The work of the Great Books Foundation is more important 
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gains in bringing Great Books programs to at-risk students 
and underserved adults, there is much more we can do. 
Literacy is in decline and the humanities are under siege, 
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lifelong learners like you, who each day advance Great 
Books methods and programs. I know by experience, 
and feel certain you agree with me, that the combination 
of reading great literature and participating in Shared 
Inquiry discussion is an important antidote for what ails 

our society. It can help give students the foundation in 
close reading and critical thinking they need to succeed in 
school and life. It can help raise the level of civil discourse 
in our society by giving people a model for the thought-
provoking and respectful exchange of ideas. These are the 
experiences and values we stand for. 

The Foundation began as a force for humanism. We 
believe that discussing great literature and great ideas 
creates understanding and common ground. Today, I look 
back to that inspiration and look forward with pride and 
no little ambition. We can make a difference. With the 
help of our partners, the many thousands of Great Books 
participants, young and old, and especially with steadfast 
supporters like you, we can be a powerful voice for 
education and cultural understanding. 

Thank you for all of your support, for all of your generous 
donations over the years, and especially for being a part of 
the Great Books community.

Joseph P. Coulson

3L[[LY�MYVT�[OL�7YLZPKLU[

.YLH[�)VVRZ�(UUV\UJLZ�5L^�7YLZPKLU[�HUK�5L^�*OHPYTHU�VM�[OL�)VHYK

We are delighted to welcome Joseph 
P. Coulson, PhD, as president 
effective August 11, 2014. Replacing 
George L. Schueppert, who served 
as president for twelve years, Dr. 
Coulson brings more than twenty 
years of educational experience, 
including teaching, administration, 
and curriculum development. In 
addition to being a recognized 
essayist, poet, and playwright, he 
is also the author of two novels: 
Vanishing Moon (2004) and Of Song 
and Water (2007), both published by 
Archipelago Books. No stranger to 
the Foundation and its mission, Dr. 
Coulson was director of the editorial 
department in 2001–2003 before 
leaving to pursue his writing career. 
Read more at http://bit.ly/1oszde2.

James M. Reum has been named 
the new chairman of the Board 
of Directors for the Great Books 
Foundation, replacing Alex J. 
Pollock, who held the position 
for eight years. “It’s an honor to 
serve one of the nation’s leading 
educational organizations and to 
advance critical thinking and civic 
engagement for readers of all ages,” 
said Reum. Reum is a retired attorney 
with thirty-eight years of legal and 
government experience. In 1992 
he was nominated by President 
George Bush Sr. to the position of 
Commissioner of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. He also 
served as an associate counsel to the 
Judiciary Committee of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. A graduate 
of Harvard College and Harvard Law 
School, Reum joined the Foundation’s 
Board of Directors in 2007.

1HTLZ�4��9L\T


