
The Great Books Foundation greatbooks.org

“The second night, I saw a man come 
in who wouldn’t look me in the eye. 
At the beginning, he stuttered getting 
every word out. He was slouched over 
the table. By the end of the night he 
was sitting up tall in his chair and 
had a smile on his face. As we walked 
out of the library, he hugged me and 
said how good it felt to finally tell 
his story.” That’s how John Morris, a 
discussion leader from Fort Campbell, 
KY, explained the impact that the 
Talking Service reading and discussion 
program had on a participant.

Launched in late 2013, Talking 
Service provides opportunities for 
veterans of the United States Armed 
Forces to talk about their military 
experience through the lens of great 
works of literature. In small groups 
conducted by trained discussion 
leaders, these men and women focus 
on works that speak to their concerns 

as they make the transition back into 
civilian life. 

So far, nine state humanities councils 
across the country (New York, 
Virginia, Florida, Georgia, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Montana, New Mexico, 
and Washington) have signed up to 
sponsor Talking Service programs in 
their states.

With the help of donor contributions 
and volunteers, Great Books 
will continue working with state 
humanities councils and other 
organizations to firmly establish their 
Talking Service groups. We are also 
recruiting participation in other states. 
To learn more about Talking Service, 
visit talkingservice.greatbooks.org. 
To start a Great Books Talking 
Service group near you, contact Don 
Whitfield at whitfield@greatbooks.org 
or call 312.646.7138. 
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Exploring the Need for Reconciliation and Healing

Following the success of our public 
discussion of the Gettysburg Address 
last November at the Union League 

Club of Chicago, Great Books and 
the Union League once again brought 
together notable Chicagoans to discuss 
a seminal American speech—in this 
case, Lincoln’s Second Inaugural 
Address. The event, held on April 9, 
2015, marked the 150th anniversary 
of the end of the American Civil War.

Twelve distinguished community 
leaders generously volunteered 
their time to participate, including 
Cook County Board President Toni 

Preckwinkle; Chief Judge Diane 
Wood, U.S, Court of Appeals, 
Seventh Circuit; and Dan Schmidt, 
the President and CEO of WTTW 
and WFMT, Chicago’s public TV and 
radio stations. The event attracted 
an audience of over 150 Chicagoans 
from the worlds of business, politics, 
the arts, and philanthropy. Dr. Joseph 
Coulson, President of the Great Books 
Foundation, and Donald Whitfield, 
Director of Great Books Discussions, 
led the hour-long discussion. 

Standing Down: From Warrior 
to Civilian, published by Great 
Books, provides the texts for 
Talking Service discussions. With 
forty-four selections ranging from 
Homer’s The Iliad to memoirs by 
recent veterans of the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, the anthology 
is not only a favorite of Talking 
Service participants but also of 
Great Books groups and readers 
interested in exploring the veteran 
experience.
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On the Road with Great Books
February 24 — A group of teachers 
at the Kentucky Association for 
Gifted Education Annual Conference 
in Lexington, KY, received an 
introduction to the Shared Inquiry™ 
method of learning from Don 
Whitfield, Director of Great Books 
Discussions, and Tom Kerschner, 
Director of Sales.

March 11 — Program directors of 
the National Association of Veterans 
Upward Bound in Washington, 
D.C. participated in a two-hour 
Shared Inquiry workshop led by 
Susan Galbraith, who also shared 
information on Talking Service.

March 30 — Dr. Joseph Coulson, 
President of the Great Books 
Foundation, was one of three 
panelists discussing “American 
Literature as a Public Space” at the 
fifth annual Spring Symposium of the 
Center for American Literary Studies 
at Pennsylvania State University in 
University Park, PA.

April 17  — Dr. Coulson talked about 
“Shared Inquiry and Socratic Practice: 
Building a Better Discussion” 
and conducted a workshop for an 
audience of secondary school teachers 
in Baltimore at the annual conference 
of the State of Maryland International 
Reading Association Council 
(SoMIRAC).

Remembering Jacob Friedes 
Great Books discussion participant and supporter

Participation for All
Great Books is 
deeply grateful 
for all the 
generous gifts 
we received this 
past year. 

The fiscal year 
is ending soon, 
and we have not 
quite reached 

our Annual Fund goal. Would 
you please consider giving now, or 
increasing your gift? 

As an incentive, all supporters who 
contribute $250 or more between 
now and June 30, 2015 will receive 
a special thank you—the complete 
novels of Jane Austen in one volume, 
a 1,278-page collection containing 
seven of Austen’s classics. 

Please help us reach this year’s Annual 
Fund goal! 

CME Grant Funds 
Great Books  
Initiatives for Adults
For the third consecutive year, the 
Great Books Foundation has received 
a donation of $25,000 from the 
Chicago Mercantile Exchange to 
support two outreach initiatives.  
The grant will help expand Talking 
Service, our veterans program, 
and Reading Between the Lines, a 
reentry program for recently released 
prison inmates. Great Books greatly 
appreciates CME’s generous ongoing 
support.
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The selections in Imperfect 
Ideal: Utopian and Dystopian 
Visions illustrate the best and 
worst of what can happen 
when we attempt to mold 
complex communities into 
our version of a perfect state. 
Counterparts presents pairs 
of contrasting texts covering 
art and war, love and fidelity, 
gender, aspiration, and death.Available Now Available  
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Two New Titles from Great Books

“Jacob was a dedicated member of 
the Buffalo Great Books Group for 
more than 50 years—and before that 
he belonged to a group in New York 

Jacob Friedes  1915–2015

Husband, father, grandfather, judge,  
and a lifelong believer in the  

value of Great Books.

City. As an administrative law judge 
he had a busy career but found that 
Great Books helped to balance his 
life, and he was a champion for it for 
the last 90+ years.”

Many thanks to Bernice Baeumler for 
her generous donation in memory of 
Jacob Friedes.


