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Recently the Great Books Foundation 
received dozens of donations 
in memory of Marilyn (Mary) 
Narland Hackenberg, 77, who was 
a much loved wife, mother, aunt, 
grandmother, and friend. Mary was 
passionate about reading and had a 
lifelong dedication to educational 
pursuits, including Great Books. 

Born in Chicago in 1937 and 
raised in Oak Park, Illinois, Mary’s 
dedication to education first surfaced, 
according to her husband Dick, as 
a history major at the University 
of Illinois, where she considered a 
teaching career.

After graduating magna cum laude 
in 1957, Mary’s working life focused 
on business and research.  After 
the birth of her two children, Amy 
and Sara, Mary joined the PTA at 
Lincolnwood Elementary School 
in Evanston, Illinois. She soon 
became PTA president, a teacher’s 
aide, and ultimately a Junior Great 
Books parent volunteer leader for her 
daughter Sara’s class.

 “She was a voracious reader,” Dick 
says, “and right around that time she

started a book club in Evanston.”  
When they moved to Southern 
California, Mary was a teacher’s aide 
at Lunada Bay School in Palos Verdes, 
before becoming office manager and 
taking on the responsibilities of an 
assistant principal.

Dick explains, “Mary’s constant 
involvement in education resulted 
in both our daughters becoming 
excellent students and, eventually, 
college professors.”

“Our older daughter, Amy, and her 
husband are associate professors of 
mathematics education at Indiana 
University, she at Bloomington, he at 
Indianapolis.  Our younger daughter 
Sara is associate professor of English 
literature at San Francisco State 
University. Her husband writes code 
for a company that provides digital 
tools for K–12 teachers and students.

“You can see,” says Dick, “Mary’s 
dedication to education spawned a 
‘family business.’”

Mary was always interested in 
literature and learning—and travel, a 
pursuit her children have embraced

 

with equal enthusiasm. “She 
saw twenty-two countries on six 
continents,” says Dick. Their 
daughter Sara married a Scotsman 
born in Australia. They met on 
June 16, 2009, and were married 
in a library—in Castle Fraser in 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland—exactly 
one year later. That’s Bloomsday, the 
annual celebration of James Joyce, 
Dick notes. 

“Mary was a world traveler, an avid 
reader, a Great Books leader, a PTA 
president, and a school manager,” 
Dick remembers. “She raised our 
children to love learning. She was an 
education champion.”
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On December 1, Great Books 
participated in #GivingTuesday, a 
globally recognized day of giving 
back. The national GivingTuesday 
initiative continues throughout the 
month of December. 

Our campaign celebrates how the 
Great Books community has been 
#GivingVoice to readers of all ages 
and backgrounds for nearly seven 
decades. 

We thank you for your past  
support and depend on your 
continued support. Please give 
a generous gift now by visiting 
greatbooks.org/donate. 

Giving Thanks on Giving Tuesday

Mary Hackenberg in 
Hawaii, 1960.



The Great Books Foundation greatbooks.org

“Promoting reading of the classics 
has been a kind of cause with me,” 
explains Dorothy Lamberton, 93, of 
Edina, Minnesota. Dorothy has spent 
a lifetime promoting Great Books—
in the small town where she lives, in 
the Minneapolis metropolitan area, 
and even throughout the state. 

Growing up in a tiny suburb of 
Minneapolis, Dorothy always liked 
to read. Later, though she majored 
in psychology at the University of 
Minnesota, she was much more 
enthusiastic about her humanities 
minor. It was an English literature 
professor who “opened the door to 
the classics,” says Dorothy. “I was 
dazzled by what I read.”

Shortly after graduating with a 
BA—her interest in the classics 
undiminished—Dorothy attended 
a Great Books leader training 
course with her husband and they 
immediately formed a group. Soon 

Dorothy was leading another group, 
administered by the Minneapolis 
Public Library. When a lack of 
funding threatened the program, 
Dorothy took over its administration 
and eventually took on the job of 
promoting Great Books throughout 
the metropolitan area. In the late 
1950s and early 1960s, her publicity 
efforts led to the formation of 
numerous groups in and around 
Minneapolis, including a program 
in prison and a weekly discussion 
that was led by an editor from a 
Minneapolis newspaper and televised 
weekly on public TV. 

With the launch of Junior Great 
Books in 1961, Dorothy made 
contacts at the state Department 
of Education and began lobbying 
them to promote Junior Great Books 
statewide. Minnesota soon became 
one of the strongest adopters of 
the new Great Books program for 
elementary school students. 

“I’m so grateful,” says Dorothy. 
“When you make a commitment to 
an important cause, to a cause that 
you know will do some good, that the 
community really needs, and when 
you see the fruits of your efforts—
that’s extremely rewarding.”

Dorothy has been leading Great 
Books groups almost continuously 
since 1964. Recently she organized 
and led a group for the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Program sponsored 
by the University of Minnesota.  

“Living in a small town in a suburb 
of Minneapolis, people would 
notice when you became known for 
something,” says Dorothy. “And I 
became known for my commitment 
to Great Books.”  

Thank you, Dorothy! And thanks to all 
our supporters!
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Your Donations Make a Difference
Talking Service, the Foundation’s 
national reading and discussion 
program for veterans, continues 
to grow, providing rewarding 
experiences for participants. While 
funded in part by grants, individual 
donations also have an immediate and 
powerful impact on the veterans and 
their families.

Ed Hrivnak is a veteran author whose 
work appears in the Foundation’s 
anthology, Standing Down: From 
Warrior to Civilian. Ed has been 
conducting weekend Talking Service 
retreats for wounded veterans in 
Tacoma, Washington. Last summer, 
at a reading from his memoir about 
his military service as a medic, an 
audience member presented Ed with 
a check for $500. She wanted to 

provide the people in Ed’s programs 
with free copies of Standing Down. 

Your donations are also helping us 
bring Reading Between the Lines 
to formerly incarcerated women and 
men. This reading and discussion 
program helps former inmates process 
their experiences, develop speaking 
and listening skills, and learn valuable 
collaborative lessons that are essential 
for a successful transition back into 
society. We need your support to 
help more of our fellow citizens 
participate.

Please visit greatbooks.org/outreach 
to learn more about Standing Down, 
Talking Service, Reading Between 
the Lines, and other Great Books 
programs that change lives in our 
communities and schools every day.

“I Was Dazzled By What I Read”

Danticat to 
Headline 
Great Books 
Event 

The Great Books Foundation 
is collaborating with Chicago 
cultural organizations to host 
two public discussion events 
next year. With funding from 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, the project, called 
“Home is Where the Art Is,” will 
pair authors from the Foundation’s 
anthology, Immigrant Voices, with 
local ethnic cultural centers. The 
first event on April 16, 2016, 
will be at the Haitian American 
Museum of Chicago and will 
feature the award-winning Haitian 
author Edwidge Danticat. Visit 
greatbooks.org for details.


