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Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals
Students develop the habits and strategies of self-
reliant readers, thinkers, and learners by practicing 
close reading, questioning, note taking, and in-depth 
interpretive discussion. 

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to . . . 
• Access and understand challenging texts
• Identify and apply appropriate strategies for better textual understanding 
• Ask and answer questions about a text, identify types of textual questions, and determine the 

best strategies for addressing them
• Use textual annotation to enhance understanding and record reader response
• Develop answers to open-ended questions that require weighing textual evidence and 

synthesizing
• Work both collaboratively and independently to resolve questions about a text
• Share ideas verbally and listen closely to others’ ideas in discussion
• Create and sustain learning environments that value civility and evidence

Meaning

Understandings 
• Reading a text once is only the first step in 

the process of understanding.
• Asking and addressing questions are essential 

strategies for understanding a text.
• Rereading is essential to understanding 

challenging texts.
• Making and explaining notes helps readers 

consider a text in more depth.
• Discussing a text with others enables readers 

to come to a richer understanding of it.
• Writing about a text increases the reader’s 

understanding of it and communicates that 
understanding to others

Essential Questions 
• Why do we read literature? What do high-

quality fiction, nonfiction, and poetry add to 
human understanding?

• What do we have to learn from those whose 
understanding of a text is different from our 
own? How can we use evidence to determine 
which answer to accept to an open-ended 
question?

• How is it possible for people to disagree 
about the meaning of a text, or a larger issue, 
while maintaining a commitment to treat 
each other with civility?
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Established Goals, continued Acquisition

Students will know . . .
• How to ask questions about a text to clarify 

meaning or express curiosity
• How to annotate a text to record responses 

and share reactions
• How to develop an answer to an open-ended 

textual question using evidence
• How to share ideas with others, weigh 

evidence, and respond to others civilly
• How to write about a text and support a 

thesis with appropriate evidence.

Students will be skilled at . . . 
• Identifying what they do not understand about 

a text and determining how to address it
• Reading with a clear purpose
• Thinking for themselves about questions that 

have more than one good answer
• Identifying evidence to support an answer 

and explaining evidence
• Weighing a range of possible answers to an 

open-ended textual question
• Developing their response to a text through 

expository or creative writing

Stage 2: Evidence
Evaluative Criteria Assessment Evidence Other Evidence

• Helps other students answer factual or clarifying 
questions about the text

• Explains reasoning behind textual annotations
• Develops answers to open-ended textual questions 

by using and explaining evidence
• Responds constructively to the ideas of others 

offered in discussion
• Writes an expository essay developing a detailed 

interpretation of a text

Options include:
• Portfolio assessment
• Multiple-choice assessments
• Rubrics for critical thinking in discussion
• Peer review 
• Activity scores

• Self assessments (both individual and group)

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction

Shared Inquiry activity sequence:
• Prereading: Students explore a concept relevant to the text they will be reading.
• First Reading: Students read (or listen as the text is read aloud) and mark places where they have questions or strong reactions.
• Sharing Questions: Students ask many types of questions about the text, identifying what they are curious about and what they need to understand more 

fully before rereading.
• Second Reading: Students annotate passages and compare their responses to specific parts of the text
• Shared Inquiry Discussion: Students consider an open-ended textual question, develop an answer to it based on evidence, and weigh the ideas of others 

by listening and asking questions.
• Writing: Students turn their answer after discussion into an expository essay, incorporating both their own work in discussion and what they learned 

from listening to others.


