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Our Common Goal
The International Baccalaureate (IB) and the Great Books Foundation share the common goal of 
encouraging students across the world to become active, compassionate, and lifelong learners who 
have global perspectives and deep understanding of people of different cultures.

For more information about Great Books products and professional learning, 
contact us at 800.222.5870 or visit greatbooks.org.

IB Primary Years Programme

The IB Primary Years Programme focuses on the 
development of the whole child as an inquirer, both 
in the classroom and in the world outside. The 
programme:
• Encourages international mindedness
• Encourages a positive attitude to learning by 

engaging students in inquiries and developing 
their awareness of the process of learning so that 
they become lifelong learners

• Reflects real life by encouraging learning beyond 
traditional subjects with meaningful, in-depth 
inquiries into real issues

• Emphasizes, through the learner profile, the 
development of the whole student—physically, 
intellectually, emotionally, and ethically.

Creating Lifelong Learners:
IB Primary Years Programme and Great Books

Focus

Great Books

Great Books offers products and professional 
learning to facilitate inquiry-based learning in each 
and every classroom. We provide:
• Experiences that address students’  intellectual 

and social and emotional needs
• Literature by some of the world’s greatest classic 

and contemporary authors as well as high-
quality nonfiction materials 

• Opportunities for students to gain insights and 
perspectives by wrestling with questions and 
issues of enduring human concern

• A framework of inquiry-based learning that 
hones student skills in close reading, critical 
thinking, and civil discourse across content areas

• Support for teachers to become experienced 
facilitators of inquiry-based learning
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IB Primary Years Programme
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop 
internationally minded people who, recognizing 
their common humanity and shared guardianship 
of the planet, help to create a better and more 
peaceful world. An IB education empowers young 
people for a lifetime of learning, independently 
and in collaboration with others. It prepares a 
community of learners to engage with global 
challenges through inquiry, action, and reflection.
• Sustained inquiry forms the centerpiece of 

the written, taught, and assessed curriculum 
in IB programmes. The programmes feature 
structured inquiry both into established bodies 
of knowledge and into complex problems. In 
this approach prior knowledge and experience 
establish the basis for new learning, and students’ 
own curiosity provides the most effective 
provocation for learning that is engaging, 
relevant, challenging, and significant. 

• Principled action, as both a strategy and an 
outcome, represents the IB’s commitment to 
teaching and learning through practical, real-
world experience. The IB World Schools value 
action that encompasses a concern for integrity 
and honesty, as well as a strong sense of fairness 
that respects the dignity of individuals and 
groups.

• Critical reflection is the process by which 
curiosity and experience can lead to deeper 
understanding. Reflective thinkers must become 
critically aware of their evidence, methods, 
and conclusions. Reflection also involves being 
conscious of potential bias and inaccuracy on 
one’s own work and in the work of others.

Approach

Great Books
Our inquiry-based approach to learning, is built 
around a core approach of students working 
collaboratively to unearth answers to authentic 
questions of meaning that lie embedded in 
high-quality fiction and nonfiction materials. By 
discussing and writing about these selections, they 
gain knowledge about other people’s ideas as well as 
about the world around them. Through this process, 
they learn to:
• Look first to their own experience and thinking 

for insights into the meaning of a text
• Reflect carefully on the ideas presented in a text
• Communicate orally—stating their ideas clearly 

and fully
• Work confidently in a group—listening carefully 

and respectfully to their peers while developing 
their abilities to weigh and analyze different 
perspectives

• Create, articulate, and support their ideas with 
textual evidence

Students learn the art of collaboration, building 
new intellectual alliances across different 
backgrounds and perspectives while engaging in 
civil discourse. By thinking in depth about a text, 
students also learn to sustain focus and transfer the 
strategies and insights gained so they can apply 
them to all content areas.
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IB Primary Years Programme
The six transdisciplinary themes of the IB PYP 
offer a balance between learning about or through 
the subject areas and learning beyond them. They 
allow students to “step up” beyond the confines of 
learning within subject areas. They are:
• Who we are
• Where we are in place and time
• How we express ourselves
• How the world works
• How we organize ourselves
• Sharing the planet

Curriculum

Great Books
With Junior Great Books, great emphasis is placed 
on understanding the use of questioning strategies, 
for both teacher and student, across the curriculum. 
In addition, there are numerous opportunities for 
both teacher and student to become more proficient 
at developing authentic questions that encourage 
students to delve deeply into both the meaning and 
resonance of a given topic. 
• Literature selections in Junior Great Books are 

thematic and multicultural in order to provide 
reading and discussion experiences about 
characters in other cultures.

• Students use a text as a model and springboard 
to their own inquiry.

• They gain skills in participatory citizenship by 
engaging in discussions with their peers.

• They develop as independent thinkers and 
writers, moving their critical thinking across 
disciplines into further research, creative or 
evaluative writing, and other applications both 
personal and global in scope.
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Outstanding Fiction and Nonfiction Offerings from Great Books

Junior Great Books®

Relationships

Boundless Grace
Mary Hoffman

the scarebird
Sid Fleischman

Chin Yu Min and the Ginger Cat
Jennifer Armstrong

Kindness

the Gold Coin
Alma Flor Ada

the Magic listening Cap
Yoshiko Uchida

the Mushroom Man
Ethel Pochocki

ConfidenCe

the Banza
Diane Wolkstein

the Upside-down Boy
Juan Felipe Herrera

the Ugly duckling
Hans Christian Andersen

Junior Great BooksJunior Great Books
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Junior Great BooksJunior Great Books
Junior Great Books®

TrusT

Thank You, M’am
Langston Hughes

Crow Call
Lois Lowry

Fresh
Philippa Pearce

resourCeFulness

shrewd Todie and lyzer the Miser
Ukranian folktale as told by Isaac Bashevis Singer

on sand Island
Jacqueline Briggs Martin

The Green Man
Gail E. Haley

CoMMunICaTIon

song of Hope
Peggy Duffy

Jean labadie’s Big Black Dog
French-Canadian folktale as told by Natalie Savage Carlson

Thunder, elephant, and Dorobo
African folktale as told by Humphrey Harman

Junior G
reat Books 
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Junior Great Books®

Family

Kamau’s Finish
Muthoni Muchemi

Ghost Cat
Donna Hill

The Hemulen Who loved Silence
Tove Jansson

HumiliTy

The Enchanted Sticks
Steven J. Myers

Kaddo’s Wall
West African folktale as told by Harold Courlander  
and George Herzog

The Prince and the Goose Girl
Elinor Mordaunt

ComPaSSion  

a Bad Road for Cats
Cynthia Rylant

lenny’s Red-letter Day
Bernard Ashley

Through the mickle Woods
Valiska Gregory  
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Junior Great Books Series K–5 fiction program:
• Student Books
• Teacher’s Editions with MP3s or audio CDs
• Reader’s Journals
• Print and digital editions available!

Junior Great Books Nonfiction 
Inquiry: 
• Extended inquiry-based 

learning  
with informational texts

• Grade-appropriate alignment 
with national benchmarks

Also Available:
• Junior Great Books  

Nonfiction Libraries
• Guided Reading Collections
• Junior Great Books ThinkIt®

Series 2

Junior Great Books®

Series 2  

FRIENDSHIP

The Happy Lion
Louise Fatio

Miss Maggie
Cynthia Rylant

Anancy and Dog and Puss and Friendship
A West Indian folktale as told by James Berry

RESPONSIBILITY

Catalog Cats
Ann Cameron

Carlos and the Cornfield
Jan Romero Stevens

The Wedding Basket
A Nigerian folktale as told by Donna L. Washington

BRAVERY

The Jade Stone
Chinese folktale as told by Caryn Yacowitz

The Girl and the Chenoo
A Native American (Passamaquoddy) folktale as told by 
Joseph Bruchac and Gayle Ross

Jack and the Beanstalk
An English folktale as told by Joseph Jacob

Junior Great Books

Responsibility

Junior Great Books

Responsibility

Visit greatbooks.org or call 800.222.5870 to learn more!

®

Unit 1

Can Robots Be People Too?

Unit 2

Small Acts Make a Big Difference

Unit 3

Becoming Francisco X. Alarcón

Unit 4

Egg-cellent Bird Parents

Unit 5

Weather Watchers

Unit 6

Don’t Swallow That Spider!

Unit 7

Children of the Oregon Trail

Unit 8

Grunts, Flops, and Dives!

Unit 9

Burger with a Side of Shoe Polish
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teacher’s Guide


