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About the Great Books Foundation

The Great Books Foundation is an independent, nonprofit educational organization 
that creates reading and discussion opportunities for all. We believe that literacy and 
critical thinking encourage reflective and well-informed citizens and that discussion 
of powerful and enduring ideas promotes empathy, community, and democratic 
participation.

About the Studs terkel Radio Archive

The Studs Terkel Radio Archive (STRA) strives to make more meaningful 
connections between voices from the past and today’s world by providing the 
public with access to the 5,600+ programs created by Terkel during his 45-year 
career at WFMT in Chicago. This is done through (1) a curated and searchable 
digital collection at studsterkel.org with tools for easy exploring, sharing, and reuse, 
(2) strategic partnerships with media-makers, artists, teachers, students, activists, 
scholars, and others that encourage creative reuse that speaks to contemporary social 
concerns, (3) socially-aware curriculum for schools, libraries, and other educational 
settings, (4) public events, and (5) new original media production derived from 
the archive produced by the WFMT Radio Network. Above all, the Studs Terkel 
Radio Archive aims to embody and spread the spirit of Terkel’s beloved mantra: 
“Curiosity did not kill this cat!”

About the Chicago History Museum

Founded in 1856, the Chicago History Museum (CHM) is the city’s oldest cultural 
institution. CHM is the proud home of the Studs Terkel Center for Oral History and 
the Studs Terkel Radio Archive. The Museum’s mission is to “share Chicago stories, 
serving as a hub of scholarship and learning, inspiration, and civic engagement.” Each 
year, CHM hosts more than 250,000 visitors and 60,000 K–12 students. In addition, 
CHM education outreach programs such as Metro History Fair serve another 14,000 
students in classrooms throughout the city and suburbs. In 2016, this community work 
was recognized with the White House awarding the IMLS National Medal of Service. 
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 LeSSon 1   Studs terkel Interview with Members of the Student  
nonviolent Coordinating Committee, 1962

# tItLe ACtIvIty type Student InStRuCtIonS

1.1 Recent Black Lives Matter 
Protests

Initial Freewriting Think about what you already know of recent Black Lives Matter 
protests that have received significant media coverage. Jot down 
your impressions about any of the following:
•	 The issues and events that brought about the protest
•	 Results that you think came as a result of students and young 

people protesting
•	 Questions or concerns you have about these protests or others 

like them

1.2 Black Lives Matter Protests Pair and Share Join a classmate and share what you wrote, either by reading some 
portion of it aloud or by summarizing.

Be sure to listen carefully when your partner is presenting, and take 
notes that you may be asked to share with the whole group.

Be aware of allowing each other equal time to speak.

1.3 What Did We Hear? Whole-Group 
Sharing

When called upon, summarize what you heard from your partner.

As other students speak, listen for and pay attention to perspectives 
that you and your partner did not share.

1.4 Student Activists in 1962 Listening Listen to the interview with ten students associated with SNCC—the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee—not much older than 
you, who participated in civil rights marches and protests in the early 
1960s.

Note things that make an impact on you or that surprise you. 

Think about the fact that this is an interview, not a written text. Listen 
for places where a student’s voice tells you something more than the 
words alone.

Listen also for places where you feel you might identify with their 
attitudes and methods, if in service to some different cause.

1.5 For What Social Issue Would You 
Be Willing to Go to Jail?

Shared Inquiry 
Discussion

As directed by your teacher, position yourself to participate in a 
whole-class discussion.

As you may have already discussed with your partner, some 
protesters were arrested in different events in the past. With that in 
mind, consider the following questions and share your thoughts with 
the group when called upon:
•	 Would you ever choose to go to jail for a moral/ethical question 

or issue?
•	 What do you think the effect or purpose of going to jail might be?
•	 What does the phrase civil disobedience mean to you?
•	 Can disobedience to legal authority be “civil”?

Base your responses on what you heard from these activists as well 
as on your own experiences, thoughts, and values.

(continued)
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Studs terkel Interview with Members of the Student nonviolent Coordinating Committee, 1962, continued

# tItLe ACtIvIty type Student InStRuCtIonS

1.6 Student Activists in 1962 Listening Listen to the interview with these ten activists so close to your age 
who participated in civil rights marches and protests in the early 
1960s. As before, note things that make an impact on you or that 
surprise you somehow, and listen for places where you feel you 
might identify with their attitudes and methods, if in service of some 
different cause.

1.7 Young People of SNCC Whole-Group 
Discussion

One voice in the interview expresses this point of view: “Fighting for 
something . . . the principles are there . . . and yet you have to find a 
sense of acting. If you have beliefs, you have to have actions, or else 
you don’t have beliefs. And if you don’t have beliefs, what are you as 
a person?” Listen to this portion of the SNCC interview and consider 
the following questions:
•	 To what extent do you agree with this speaker?
•	 Why should people other than those directly affected care about 

how people of color were and are treated in this country?
•	 Are there times during her speaking where something beyond 

her words (what Terkel calls the “feeling tone”) adds layers of 
meaning?

1.8 Reflection Freewriting Thinking about what you heard in the discussions and in talking with 
your partner today, jot down some reflections about the usefulness of 
student protest and your own willingness to take action.

1.9 Unanswered Questions Optional Interview After you have had a chance to reflect on your knowledge and 
experience of protest—and student protest in particular—return to 
your partner from earlier in the lesson.

Listen as your teacher introduces this exercise. Then, as directed, ask 
your partner what conclusions he or she reached.

If your partner is willing to share, ask where these convictions come 
from, and where they are grounded.

Remember that listening is often conveyed physically; your posture 
indicates your interest and openness to hear what your partner says. 
Ask appropriate follow-up questions to encourage deeper sharing.

1.10 Review and Renew: Recent Black 
Lives Matter Protests

Closing/Writing 
Extension

Revisit your writing from the beginning of class and see if any of your 
ideas or feelings have changed in this short time.


