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Great Books Programs Meet the Common Core
State Standards for English Language Arts
This booklet details the specific Common Core standards for English Language Arts addressed
in Junior Great Books Series 9. The color-coded key on page three shows which standards are
supported throughout the literature in the student anthologies and the discussion activities in
the Leader’s Guide.
Great Books programs provide the essential elements students need to meet and surpass
the goals of the Common Core State Standards. Visit greatbooks.org to view or download
“Great Books Programs and the Common Core State Standards.”
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The Great Books Foundation
Common Core Standards Correlations
Reading Standards for Literature: Grades 9–10
Key
RL

=

Reading: Literature

W

=

Writing

SL

=

Speaking and Listening

L

=

Language

Code

Common Core State Standard

RL.9-10.1

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.9-10.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.9-10.3

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop
over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the
theme.

RL.9-10.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning
and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or
informal tone).

RL.9-10.5

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within
it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as
mystery, tension, or surprise.

RL.9-10.6

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from
outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

RL.9-10.10

By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems,
in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high
end of the range.

W.9-10.1

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
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Code

Common Core State Standard

W.9-10.1a

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and
create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims,
reasons, and evidence.

W.9-10.1b

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level
and concerns.

W.9-10.1c

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and
between claim(s) and counterclaims.

W.9-10.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content.

W.9-10.2b

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic.

W.9-10.2d

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.

W.9-10.3a

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing
one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth
progression of experiences or events.

W.9-10.3c

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a
coherent whole.

W.9-10.3d

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of
the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

W.9-10.5

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying
a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and
audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3
up to and including grades 9–10.)

W.9-10.7

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under

W.9-10.9

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

W.9-10.9a

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author draws on and
transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic
from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”).
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Code

Common Core State Standard

W.9-10.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

SL.9-10.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

SL.9-10.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

SL.9-10.1b

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal
consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and
deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

SL.9-10.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion
to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify,
verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

SL.9-10.1d

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and
make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

SL.9-10.3

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.

SL.9-10.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such
that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance,
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

SL.9-10.6

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9–10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific
expectations.)

L.9-10.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

L.9-10.3

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to
make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or
listening.

L.9-10.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based
on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.9-10.4a

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
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L.9-10.4c

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses),
both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

L.9-10.4d

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.9-10.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

L.9-10.5a

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in
the text.

L.9-10.5b

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

L.9-10.6

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or
phrase important to comprehension or expression.

6

Copyright © 2014 The Great Books Foundation

Junior Great Books Series 9, continued

Great Books Language Arts Reading Selections
Junior Great Books Series 9

Introduction to Great Books First Series

Miriam

Why War? Sigmund Freud

Truman Capote

The Melian Dialogue Thucydides

Zoo Island Tomás Rivera

The Social Me William James

At the Pitt-Rivers Penelope Lively
New African (from Sarah Phillips)
Andrea Lee

Rothschild’s Fiddle
Anton Chekhov

Sponono Alan Paton

Concerning the Division
of Labor Adam Smith

Bobby’s Room Douglas Dunn

Chelkash Maxim Gorky

A Bird in the House

How an Aristocracy May Be
Created by Industry

Margaret Laurence

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde Robert Louis Stevenson

Alexis de Tocqueville

The Little Cousins Peter Taylor

Claude Bernard

The Idealist Frank O’Connor

Everything That Rises Must Converge Flannery O’Connor

The Time Machine H. G. Wells

An Essay in Aesthetics Roger Fry

Observation and Experiment

An Outpost of Progress Joseph Conrad
On Studying José Ortega y Gasset

Introduction to Great Books Second Series

Introduction to Great Books Third Series

Politics Aristotle

On Happiness Aristotle

Of Commonwealth Thomas Hobbes

Habits and Will John Dewey

Barn Burning William Faulkner

Happiness Mary Lavin

Of Civil Government John Locke

Crito Plato

In Exile Anton Chekhov

On Liberty John Stuart Mill

The Declaration of Independence

Conscience Immanuel Kant

Equality Isaiah Berlin

A Hunger Artist Franz Kafka

Sorrow-Acre Isak Dinesen

Of the Limits of Government

Why Americans Are Often
So Restless Alexis de Tocqueville

Antigone Sophocles

Habit William James
The Overcoat Nikolai Gogol

Why Great Revolutions Will Become Rare
Alexis de Tocqueville

A Room of One’s Own
Virginia Woolf
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After the Ball Leo Tolstoy
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