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Lesson Plans for “New Day’s Lyric” by 
Amanda Gorman 
In the time since Amanda Gorman delivered her poem for the Biden inauguration, “The Hill 
We Climb,” her poetry has continued to spark conversations across the country. We offer these 
Shared Inquiry lesson plans for one of her most recent poems, “New Day’s Lyric,” to help teach-
ers and students explore and discuss the poem, and we welcome hearing about your experiences 
doing so! Please contact us at gbfconsultant@greatbooks.org to share you and your students’ 
insights.

Because poems are especially rich texts in which words may be used in ways that are unusual and 
surprising, we recommend having students listen to “New Day’s Lyric” multiple times before 
engaging in a Shared Inquiry discussion of it. For the second set of readings, you may choose to 
have students read a transcript of the poem rather than listen to it.

About Amanda Gorman
Amanda Gorman was named the US National Youth Poet Laureate in 2017, becoming the first 
person to receive the honor. She delivered her poem “The Hill We Climb” during the inaugura-
tion ceremony for Joe Biden on January 20, 2021. At 22, Gorman was the youngest poet ever 
to speak at a presidential inauguration. Her book of poetry Call Us What We Carry, from which 
“New Day’s Lyric” appears, was published in 2021. More information about Gorman is available 
here.

Prereading (5–10 minutes) 
Student learning objective: To activate and build background knowledge related to a poem
1. Choose one or more of the suggested prereading questions below to explore with students. 
2. Use follow-up questions to help students further explain their ideas. 
3. Keep the activity relatively brief (5–10 minutes).

• Why do people celebrate the new year, even though they don’t know what is coming?
• How does the new year connect to the idea of starting fresh?
• What do you do when you feel you need to start over in some way?
• What does it mean to “overcome”?
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First Set of Readings with Reactions and Questions  
(20–25 minutes)
Student learning objective: To listen to a poem 
attentively, noting reactions and sharing and 
comparing them with others

1. Prepare students to listen to the poem by asking 
them to keep track of what they notice (for 
example, repeated or rhyming words, beginnings 
and endings of sentences and lines) and any 
place where they are curious or confused. 

2. Read the poem aloud to students at least twice, 
encouraging students to track their responses 
and questions each time.

3. Give students a few minutes of quiet reflection 
time to look back at their notes and determine 
what they would like to share.

4. Ask students to share details they noticed and 
any questions they have, as a whole group or in 
small groups or pairs. Use follow-up questions 
to help students develop and explain their 
responses.

5. Help students answer any questions that signal 
a significant problem with comprehension.

Second Set of Readings with Note-Taking  
(20–25 minutes) 
Student learning objective: To reread a poem purposefully in order to gain a better understand-
ing of it by doing one of the following: 
• Exploring different responses to a poem by explaining and comparing notes 
• Exploring how a literary element contributes to a poem’s meaning 

1. Choose one of the note-taking options below to conduct during the second set of readings of 
the poem.

2. Prepare students to read or listen with purpose by briefly explaining the note-taking 
suggestion you want them to use.

3. Reread (or have students reread) the poem at least twice, noting responses according to the 
prompt you assigned.

4. Ask students to share their notes on some of the lines or stanzas in the poem (you may wish 
to choose lines or stanzas you consider especially rich or interpretive, or places students have 
expressed interest in). For each line or stanza, have a few volunteers share how they marked 
it and explain why. Focus on asking follow-up questions and encouraging students with 
different answers to share them. 

Building Understanding of  
Poetry with Multiple Readings
Poetry naturally encourages multiple 
readings and the investigation of layers 
of meaning. Hearing a poem read aloud 
multiple times enables students to con-
sider their reactions and identify where 
they are confused or curious. For the 
first set of readings suggested here, stu-
dents listen to the poem at least twice 
and take some individual reflection time 
before sharing their reactions and ques-
tions. The second set of readings focuses 
on close reading, using a contrasting or 
literary element note-taking prompt. 

You may also choose to have students 
watch a video of Gorman reading her 
poem and add their observations about 
her tone of voice, facial expressions, and 
gestures.
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Note-Taking Options 
Contrasting Note
• Students mark a B where Gorman is looking back and an F where she is looking forward.  

Follow-up questions: What is Gorman looking back at or forward to here? What effect 
does she want her perspective here to have on the reader? 

Literary Element Note 
• Students mark an S where the sound of Gorman’s words seems important (e.g., alliteration, 

rhyme, or assonance). 

Follow-up question: What is the sound that seems significant here? What emotion or 
tone does the sound evoke? What effect does this sound have on your understanding of the 
line or stanza? 

• Students mark a V where they notice the verb tenses Gorman uses (e.g., “we come,” “we 
are learning,” “have been readied”).

Follow-up questions: Is the verb you noted describing the past, the present, or the future? 
What is the significance of Gorman’s using this verb tense here?

Shared Inquiry Discussion (25–30 minutes) 
Student learning objective: To develop and refine an individually satisfying, text-centered an-
swer to a question of meaning by sharing ideas, supporting them with evidence, and responding 
to the comments and questions of other students 

Suggested Focus and Cluster Questions
To use a suggested set of questions for discussion, start with a focus question and ask the cluster
questions when they fit naturally into the conversation. Cluster questions help students develop
their ideas while looking closely at specific parts of the poem. It is not necessary to ask every
cluster question during discussion.

Option 1 

Focus question: What is the “old spirit” we are asked to heed “in a new day’s lyric”?
• Why does Gorman express the hope that someday we can “venture beyond” what is normal?
• What are the “fortunes we foreswore”?
• What does it mean that “Those moments we missed / Are now these moments we make”?
• Why does Gorman include “auld lang syne” in the poem?
• Why must we “remember” in order to “take on tomorrow”?
• Why does Time ask us to be bold this year? 

https://www.greatbooks.org/
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Option 2 

Focus question: Why does Gorman present it as a choice to “come over, join this day just 
begun”?
• Who is Gorman speaking to when she uses “we”?
• Why does Gorman emphasize that we must “come together” to reach the goal she describes?
• Why does Gorman invite people who are “battered,” “torn,” and in “mourning”?
• What does it mean to “weather,” even though we are “withered”?
• What is the “hope” that is “our portal”?
• Why does Gorman tell her audience “Know what we’ve fought / Need not be forgot nor for 

none”?

Writing and Extension Options 
Interpretive Essay
Have students develop their response to the focus question into an essay, using their post-discus-
sion answer and supporting evidence as the basis. 

Evaluative Essay
Have students write about one of the following questions or a question of your choice:
• What role do you want to play in paving the way forward? 
• Gorman begins the poem by saying, “May this be the day / We come together.” What is a 

hope you have for this country? 

Text-to-text Comparison
Have students compare and contrast Gorman’s poem to one of the following texts: 
• “The Hill We Climb,” Gorman’s poem for Joe Biden’s 2021 inauguration
• “Auld Lang Syne,” Scottish song with words attributed to Robert Burns (1796) 
• “To the New Year,” poem by W.S. Merwin (2005)
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