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Great Books Programs and the  
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills  
for English Language Arts and Reading
The Great Books Foundation provides strong, inquiry-based English language arts programs for grades 
K–12 that improve students’ academic achievement. The Foundation uses the Shared Inquiry™ method 
to develop critical thinking skills, foster civil discourse, and create authentic learning opportunities 
through dialogue and active listening. Great Books programs combine classroom materials and the 
Shared Inquiry method to develop student competencies that align with the Texas Essential Knowledge 
and Skills (TEKS) for English Language Arts and Reading.

Great Books programs and the TEKS share the belief that listening, speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking are interconnected skills that build on each other. Our approach allows students to acquire 
the habits and strategies of self-directed critical thinkers, readers, and writers who thrive in collabora-
tive settings. Emergent bilingual (EB) students in particular benefit from our programs because of their 
strong and sustained oral component and focus on open-ended questions. In fact, our programs include 
suggestions on how to differentiate instruction to best support all learners. 

The chart below compares the TEKS for English Language Arts and Reading introduction with the 
characteristics of Great Books programs.

TEKS Introduction Great Books Programs
Speaking and Listening

•	 The strands focus on academic oracy (proficien-
cy in oral expression and comprehension). (I.1)

•	 Speaking, listening, and thinking are inter- 
connected. (I.1)

•	 Students develop high levels of social and aca-
demic language proficiency. (I.2)

•	 EB students can and should be encouraged 
to use knowledge of their first language to 
enhance vocabulary development in English. 
(I.4)

•	 Oral language skills are the cornerstone of 
school success. (I.6)

•	 Verbal engagement must be maximized across 
grade levels. (I.6)

•	 Shared Inquiry emphasizes student accountabil-
ity and decreased teacher talk, which provides 
an opportunity for teachers to model speaking 
and listening.

•	 Teachers ask students questions to deepen stu-
dents’ responses to one another.

•	 Our curriculum provides guidelines and instruc-
tion that support student engagement and active 
listening. 

•	 Differentiation options and resources for EB 
students include the use of speaking frames, tar-
get vocabulary lists for each text, and allowing 
students to speak in small groups and in their 
first language.

•	 Students are encouraged to respond directly to 
their peers.

•	 Students develop fluency through targeted read-
ing passages in each unit.
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TEKS	 Great Books Programs

TEKS Introduction Great Books Programs
Reading

•	 Students read and analyze multiple genres and 
answer questions about the author’s craft and 
purpose. (I.1)

•	 Decoding is internalized when tactile and kin-
esthetic opportunities (encoding) are provided. 
(I.2)

•	 Students build metacognitive skills by explor-
ing complex texts. (I.3)

•	 Texts feature challenging vocabulary, sophis-
ticated sentence structures, nuanced text 
features, cognitively demanding content, and 
subtle relationships among ideas. (I.3)

•	 Instruction for EB students must be linguisti-
cally accommodated in accordance with the 
ELPS and students’ English language profi-
ciency levels to ensure the mastery of knowledge 
and skills is accessible. (I.5)

•	 Students encounter rich texts across  
multiple genres and a range of perspectives 
and purposes. 

•	 Students engage with a text multiple times, 
practicing decoding and encoding skills that 
support their independent critical thinking.

•	 Students practice metacognitive skills through 
first reading checklists, directed annotations, 
and reading with purpose. 

•	 Vocabulary activities engage students with 
near- and above-level words, roots and affixes, 
synonyms, antonyms, and other semantically 
related word relationships.

•	 Students read complex texts with rich and lay-
ered meanings, supported through read alouds, 
repeated readings, annotation, and targeted 
vocabulary practice.

•	 Students analyze texts through open-ended 
questions that require weighing ideas and  
evidence.

•	 Differentiation strategies and resources for EB 
students include the use of glossaries, first read-
ing checklists, and prereading activities.

TEKS Introduction Great Books Programs
Writing

•	 The strands focus on reflective writing. (I.1)
•	 Students should read and write on a daily basis 

with opportunities for cross-curricular con-
tent and student choice. (I.2)

•	 Students must have multiple opportunities to 
practice and apply academic language in both 
speaking and writing. (I.6)

•	 Short, formative writing assignments in each 
session allow students to develop their thoughts 
before writing drafts.

•	 Writing options include informational texts, 
opinions, poetry, and narratives.

•	 Student materials support a recursive writ-
ing cycle of planning, developing, revising, and 
editing texts with scaffolds for brainstorming, 
organizing, identifying relevant details, and 
discussing drafts with others. 

•	 Each unit provides an opportunity for students 
to express their ideas in writing while using 
academic vocabulary.

Additionally, the Great Books Foundation’s professional development options offer concrete, step-by-
step instruction on how to use the Shared Inquiry method in alignment with the TEKS. Great Books 
offers a variety of customized courses, K–12 classroom materials, and consultation services. For more 
information, contact us at 800.222.5870, or visit greatbooks.org.

Shared Inquiry™ is a trademark of the Great Books Foundation.
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